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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ATTACKS GOD’S CHURCH
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Brethren-Only Letter

“Most important letter … ever” calls for Church-wide fast on Jan. 27.
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written from Jerusalem
mentions case 
being dropped

Apr. 15: 60 MINUTES takes 
“a below-the-belt swat 
at the Church & Work of 
the living GOD!” (Also, 
12th anniversary of Loma 
Armstrong’s death.)

Jun. 8: 60 MINUTES rehashes a story 
on California’s case against WCG, 
dubbed “yellow journalism” by HWA.
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Aug. 26: California Senate 
confirms Senator Petris’ 
bill (SB 1493), designed to 
remove all civil jurisdiction  
of attorney general to  
supervise or control churches.

Telephone campaign raises 
over $3.4 million in pledges 
from about 900 members 
across North America.

Judge Title reimposes the receivership, on the 
grounds that the WCG’s appeal (on paying  
attorney fees) “raised a question as to why  
they are resisting.” He later agreed to keep the 
receiver away if WCG could post a $1 million bond.

Secret ex-parte hearing in chambers of L.A. Superior Court Judge 
Jerry Pacht appoints ex-judge Steven Weisman as “receiver” of WCG.

Receiver illegally invades WCG HQ without notice, seizes 
records & replaces pastor general with C. Wayne Cole.

HWA learns that Cole had not presented 
all facts & was complicit in the attack.

HQ staff meeting vocalizes HWA’s 
affidavit removing Cole as head 
of pastoral administration.

Church members begin arriving (& over next few days) in 
a spontaneous protest & “sit in” to keep the Receiver out.

Oct.14: State 
of California 
drops suit 
against WCG.

Jul. 27: Jess Marlow, L.A. NBC 
newscaster, interviews California 
Attorney General about HWA’s ad.

Mar. 7: Press conference held in  
Washington, D.C., by conglomeration  
of religious associations to draw  
attention to WCG’s brief filed to  
Supreme Court. Constituency  
represented by these associations  
exceeds 83 million Americans—more 
than has ever been represented by any 
brief presented to the Supreme Court 
(excluding the U.S. attorney general).

Receivership 
is suspended.

Entire Church fasts 
on the Sabbath.

Deputies amass for raid, then Receiver 
shows willingness to back off & work 
off-campus to check WCG’s books.

George Deukmejian  
sworn-in as California  
Attorney General;  
replaces Evelle J. Younger.

Judge Julius Title 
rules that Weisman is 
to take possession of 
WCG (supervise all its 
activities, terminate 
employees, use Church 
funds as he saw fit). 
An order HWA calls “an 
abomination.”

Court orders all seized records  
returned, reduces Receiver’s power.

Deacon & wall of singing members prevent  
Receiver’s COO & 2 sheriff’s deputies from entering. 

Weisman & aides prohibited from entering WCG buildings 
while Church members hold worship services inside.

Receiver stops HWA letter  
at post office (requesting 
emergency donations to  
cover WCG’s legal expenses).

Second sit-in begins protesting 
reinstatement of receivership

Court accepts 
“stay bond” 
& suspends 
receivership 
indefinitely.
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Nov. 30-Dec. 9: Tokyo, Japan; plus 
visiting Beijing, China (Dec. 2-6)—
HWA’s most important & successful 
overseas trip yet, as first Christian 
leader invited as guest speaker to 
leaders of Communist China.

Apr. 23-29: 
Trip to Japan

23

Oct. 23-Nov. 14: 
London, UK; Cairo, 
Egypt; Jerusalem, 
Israel; Paris, France


